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f () JVIOSI PriOlMJ! the word ‘soil’ mc'ans sorntrliiiig solid, 

i something yon can rely upon; good old Mother Hartli. 
i The Dutch are not so fortunate. I'o them the soil means 

something very precious. Tht'ir soil was mori‘ or less crc'ated hy 
thencselves, needing th<nr constant care and attention. 

A few thousands years ago the Netherl.inds consisted only of a number ol 
shoals in the great estuaries of the rivers fvhine, Waal and Maas. In the west 
were pools of brackish water separated from the North Sea l)y lonely dunes 
and filled with weeds. 

Real solid land was only to be found in the centre aiul towards the presi nt 
(iermari border. A change of tlu' river’s course meant floods or the sudden 

O 

appearance of barren shoals. 

The Netht'rlands must have been a hunter’s jraradise then, maybe this was 
the reason why some of the Germanii tribes from the continent decided to 
.S(‘ttle t hen'. 

The great c oni inental rivers had brought something along out heir journey 
towards the sea. They carried witli them particles of clay, leaving the cla\’ 
behind in the estuary. 

Some of tlu' existing patches of ‘dry land’ becanu' extremely fertile in the 
course ol time. 1 he tribes whith had settled in the estuary soon found it 
necessary to safeguard the in selves again.st the unruly waters . . . This was ilu' 
beginning of a continued but successful struggle. I'liey became fjuite resourceful 
and eventually managed to claim some of the fertile' soil b)' building dykes. 

Living nt'ar tlu' water-edge they became excellent sailors anel fishermen, 
while others labouring in tlu' tu'w-w'on soil preferred to re'main f.irnu'rs. I hose 
early sailors, farmers and fisherrne'n were' to grow into a nation, a nation 
whii h cre'.itt'd its own soil. 

T ht' never-ending struggle with the elements has moulded tlu' character of 
the Dutch. They becaiiK' an I'nergetic, stubborn race with a |)ractii al attiturle 
towards life and t'tidowed with common senst'. 

Mountains, rocks and waterfalls which have always kindled the imagina¬ 
tion of man, are not t(» ht' found in Holland. It is the refore not surprising th.it 
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tiu' avoraszc Dutchman has more common sense than imagination, tliat the 
rational side to his charatrter is more fully developc-cl than the emotional. 

The Dutch show a dislike for drastic changes, something which can he 
oliserved in tluMr politics and their general attitude towards life. Fhey like to 
express tlieir opinions hut are .sc'lduin carried aw.iy hy their fcx'lings. 

The Dutch are horn individu.ilist>. IVrstuial frtx-dom has always been their 
aim. A dic'tatca' would never h.tve a cliance in the Netherlands. The attitude 
during the (lerman occup.ition has sulliciently proved tliis. One might even 
say that the Dutch have very little ‘sen ial instinct’. Society to thcMU is a matter 
of common sense, an agreement Ix'twc'cn partners, d lu y are very si ldom 
emotionally united, not even in religion. 

The- growth of the population is causing alarm. A c'entury ago only tw'o 
million people were living in I lolland. In the heginning of this century there 
w'crc' about six million, eight million in niueteenhundrc'd and thirty-one and 
to-day there arc' ])rohahly ten million inhabitants. Soonc'r or late r something 
will have to he done about this. 

The Dutch tlu'inselves have already sought to solve this problem by 
creating a nc‘W province, barge parts of the ‘Zuiderzc'e’ have been dikc'cl and 
rec laimed. Where only a ic'w years ago the waves rolled on tow'ards the shore', 
endless fields of golden corn can now be seen. The Zuicler/.ee has been n'duc'ed 
to a lake. 

With the excc'ption of the centre and the eastern part of the country the 
landscape of the Netherlands is dc-flnitely flat - as flat as the surface of the- 
sea our of wliich it was c reated. 

(irec n polderland as far as the' eye can reach does not offer much excitememt. 
There are no surprising vic'ws and we are nowhere imprc'ssc'd by gigantic work¬ 
ings of nature, but as wc- walk along tbe dikes, lined by tall trees, .some¬ 
thing of the peacefulness of the' country slowly pervades us. Sometimes w'e can 
watch the wTite-crc'stc'd c louds sailing low over the meadows, somc'times the 
.sky is a vast, grc’y dome, liazy curtains of rain passing by in the distance. 

In the centre and more to the east, patches of heather bordc^red by dark 
green pine-trcc’s, c:reate an atmosphc're of their own. But, here also th(' spirit of 
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rile sc.i c.m he tell. ( ^iic is rciniiidcd of the sr.i hy .t on.iilrd i rcc st.ind- 

iiij^ (»ul aoamsi (he sky .iiul h\' shells Immd iii the heather, .Space is spread 
ovc'r the low ("ountries as it is s|')r(Md over the sea and lar inland the salty 
breeze can he smelt. 

All tills has heljX'd to iorm the character ol tlie Dutch. Tlu- rural jinpulatinn 
h<i.s nr'ver been vt'ry mucli influeticed hy political or histori».‘al changes. Modern 
agricnlrur.il e(juij)nient has greatly iiu ri'ased rheproduct inn without changing 
the temperament, w.iys and general views ol t he popnlation. 1 he daily routine 
ot the tanner harmonizes with the rlotlun ol the earth and nothing i .in 
really stop him from going on as he is userl to. T he great rivers (jiiiiuly Ilow 
tow.irds the sea in harm(.iny vyith the c.ihniK-ss ol tlie surrouiMling lields. 

1,ike ('verywliere else there is .1 marked dillerence hetween tne rural jiojiula- 
tion and tlu- jieople living in the towns. A modern Dutch town with its 
rr.dtic, its stores, its i inem.is, theatres and business (juarters does not diller 
much from .any other town. Amsterdam being an e\cc]>lion bec.mse ol its 
concentric.: canals and its houses built in tlu' siwenteiaith century, .t he smaller 
towns in the country are very inti'resting trom a historical point ol view. 1 lie 
western part ol l lolland, generally ( ailed ‘Westland’ is the vegetaliU* gardiai 
ot lairope. Passing through this part of the country one is always impr(“ssed 
by the neatness of the fields, thousands ot hot-houses, heated by coal during 
winter produce a larg( and e.trly harvest. (Juite early in tlie year, tomatoes 
and gr.ijies are ri|x' and ready tor consumjition atid . . . export. Mere the 
tamous ‘bullvhelds’ c.ui also be seen, they lorm an attractive patti'rn ot 
delicate hues, .sometimes slretc hing as lar as the eye can see. Industry torrns 
an important part ot tlu“ weltare ot the Netherhinds. It has been tound ne- 
cess.iry to intensity the jiroduction ot exportabli' goods. 1 loll.uul c.umol afford 
to import goods, however much needed, without exporting as much as she 
can at tlie same t ime. 

This has created tlx' r.ither curious situation that many things such .is 
wireless ,s(‘ts, clothing and food are being .strictly rationed, the production 
being already greater than in pre-war days. Most people ri .tlist' the necessity 
of this however and may be things will really be better m a tew ya ars' time. 
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1 lie (icrnuins left the Netherliinds in a dreadlul slate. Apart tixim the tlejxir- 
talion of valu.ihle man-power iluy system.ilically mined everythin^ they 
eoiild lay their liands upon. In the lieqinninia of rite German (Hxujxition 
I loll.md was looted in an oixlerly way. l.au r on wliile the alliei] forces were 
approachiny;, they simply went mad anil destroyed everylhina which pleaseil 
or disjdeased them. After they had gone, the Duith deeided not to ery over 
spilt milk. They set to work and eonsiilering the kick of material, .t remarkalile 
.mioiint of work lias already lieen done. The liereditary i haraeterisiies of the 
Idiiteh have oiki' mori' proved ilieir worth; railroails and hridgi's h.ive Ixen 
restored, factory ehimniys are smoking .igain, villages have Ix'i'n rehnilt. 

Iwery country seiins to have its lavoiirate form of artistic ex[)r(“Ssion. C)1 
klolland this .ippe.irs to he p.iinling. Then' h.ive heen .several periods in Dutch 
history in which the .iri of |).iinting reached the summit of |)erlection. fhe 
last period was .it tlie clo.se of the nineteenth ci'niury. If indic.itions are not 
misle.iding, anoilier great period of Dutch painting is slowly heing prejiared. 
l.iti'rature has also flourished in the Netherkinds. Unfortunately tlie restric¬ 
tions of the Dull h l.ingu.igi' are such that many of its superbe examples h.ive 
ri'inairied relatively unknown outside Holland. The lately deci'ased writer 
Arthur v.in .Schi'mlel has created novels which c.in no doubt be r.inki'd arnone 
tb e rnaster-jiiei I's of liti'rature. Arthur van .Srhendel must have lovial this 
country very much, maybe that was the re.ison why he succeeded so exceed¬ 
ingly well to enshrine its atmosphere in some of his storii's. Of course there 
liave been .uul still are many Dutch writers of higli ijuality, liut few of them 
have been so typic.illy Dutch .is V.m Schendel and tliat is wliy his name is 
mentionixk 

1 he educ.it ional system of Holland has tluisfar proved to be excelkait. It 
has how'ever .ilways been and still is the subject of much criticism. Whatever 
may be wrong with it at present, tlie general ri'sult has thusfar been a very 
high educational standard. A large j).ut of the population knows sufficient 
tnglish, I tench and German to jiarticijiati' in the culture of other nations. 

hew countries [lossess as many bridges as Holland. Bridge-building has 
something exciting about it. To w'alk across .i jilank joining two banks is a 
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vcrv tlirilling rhino. Holland has thousiinds nt hricloos, Iroin die siinj)Ic jdank 
tlirown across a pond to ^igantit stcc-1 structures hiiilt a( ross the great rivers. 
Some of lliein are heautiful feats of engineering. Hverywhere in the country 
draw-hridoes can he s<‘('n. The mc'clianism lias not heen altered in tlie cour.si' 

o 

of ci'iituries. I hey fit in llie landscape and are often very he.iuliful. ()f course 
the ( ierrnans tried to destroy as many liridges as they could. As the allied 
forces advanced from the south, the (Germans blew u|i the ‘Moerdijk’ bridge, 
one of rlu' largest bridges in I'uroiX'. Immediali ly alter the hl)(.'ratiori t he 
reconstrm tion w.is taken at h.ind and now, trains and t rathe ari' jiassing ovt'r 
it as if nothing had cvtT ha|ipened. 

Most people looking at the liulb-fields «lo not re.ilise that a single new type 
of titlijis is often the result (>f centuries of careful experimc iu .uul exjHrience. 
I’he culture' of flowers ts ati important Dutch industry. Millions of bulbs are 
c'x}')orted c'vc'ry yc'ar and Irc'sh-cut flowers are daily In'ouglit to other countries 
by air. 

Not only forc'igners come to have* a look at the' bulb-lields in Spring, 
d hoitsands of men, women and children visit the fields every year, making 
use of c'very form of transport, returning home', they adorn tliemselvc's and 
their vehicle's with glorious garlands made of many-coloitrc'd flowers. 

Dutch gin has a jx'culiar flav'our of its own wliicli has m.ide its fame world¬ 
wide. In many Dutch families the'drinking of one'glass of gin it-day is .1 tinic'- 
honourc'd ritual, lave o'cloe k in the' afternoon is generally c.dic'd ‘borrc'luur’ 
which is some thin^ like five o’clock tea, the tea in this ease' beiim oin. 

Cl I a 

Dairy-farming has long be-en an industry of national importance, fins in¬ 
dustry is reputed for its hygie-nic working-iiu't hods. 

Alkma.ir, a town in the |irovinee of North-Holland, is one of the most 
important chee.semarkets. The' chc'e'se is sold in public, countless yellow orbs 
arranged in neat pile's can then be se'C'n on tlie markc'l place'. I hc' chec'sc' is 
liroLight along on slc'clges and stre tche'is, the' men doing this job are clad in 
sjiotlc'ss white suits, they also wear a special kind of broad-rimme'd hats with 
ribbons attached to them. Plaerc'd in typically Dutch surroundings, the cheese-- 
inarke t of Alkmaar oflers a pretty spectacle. 
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Pnrtxry crait is extensively practised in 1 lolland. The town ol Delit, once 
lainoiis for its delicately hluisli-whit(' |>t»rct‘l,iin, has I'cmained one of the 
principal centres of pottery existing in Holland at present. 

Dutch towns are often of a singular heauiy. Amsterdam, the present capit<il 
of the Netherlands, became very prosperous during the seventecuith century. 
Wi'althy men hants Isuilt their houses along the l anals. Some of them are fiiu' 
examples of architecture. J he gables of these houses, as they are st.uuling out 
against the sky, are very iKautiful. Some of th(‘m arc' richly decorated, otluTS 
are c|uite simple cd construction. Most of them are charming variations on a 
single theme' whicli c an he track'd throughout Holland. 

1 he Netlu rhinds have- always had a well c ared lor ne twork ol roads. Tlie 
war has seriouslv damaged it Init the' Dutch have already clone' much to 
restore it to its forme r condition, l ack of matc'rial forms the usual handicap. 
The rapid re e (instructions of the Nethe'rlands Railways will always remain an 
c'xample of perseverance, more than ninety percent of the electrific'd tracks 
had been destroyed by the ( lermans. Many r.iilw.iy-e cirriages and much mate- 
n.il had bc'cn transporic'd to Cicrmany or to other oexupied countrie's, or 
diUnagc'd be'yond repair by allied as wc'll as enemy act it m. .St ill, in a surprisingly 
short time, trains were smoothly running again and hundrt'ds of miles of 
('lectrihed trac k had bee n rc'paired. If we draw Uj) the- bakinee sheet, much, 
V('ry much of reconstruction work has alre ady bec'n done. 

Since- tlie outlireak of war many economical and ]:)t)hrical circumstances 
important to the welfare' of I lolland, liave (hanged. (.i('rmany, one e the-greatest 
purchaser of Dutch goods, has fallen out. Time goes on and ne'w jxissibilitie s 
art'sought by the- Dutc h. lAonomic isokitiojusui, based on |)ower ,mel private 
nat ional resource's m.ty have fiee'u and may st ill be', t he' doubtful privile-ge of t lie' 
great nations. The smaller ones can only thrive by sharing and co-operating 
with other nations in the widc'st po.ssil)le .seaise. 

She-e-r nece-ssity has brought the nations of tlie world close-r togc'the'r. 
Nations can no longer exist as .selfish individuals. There is a job to be- done, 
a job which can only be done by co-op('rating. 

bo say tliat the Netherlands are willing and fully preptire'd to ofier their 
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sh arc of work lo tlic cciUTal rcconstriiclion of tlu’ world is not a mere plir.ise. 
I'here are reasons enouoh to lulic've that Holl.nu! will j>rove to he iiselnl to 
the Ljr(\itc‘r \vh(^l<\ lluil rornnii^iiwc'ahh of nations which, aflrr (( ninnrs 

ol strili' and dissension, is at last heitie seriotisly considered and worked at. 

i lie to u I T r. M I R i; (> 
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